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FOR ALL WHO ARE INTERESTED IN RAILWAYS 


In these times of modern, sophisticated technology 


and the computer age, it is disappointing to see VicRail 
having so many equipment failures. 

— Let us hope that when the B class are rebuilt, the 
builder will be given the time to do the job properly and 
they will be a locomotive we will be proud of. The tra- 
velling public will come back to the railways if they can 
have a reliable service as the new country services have 
shown so let us hope the current problems can be over- 
come. 


Front Cover: Coleraine Junction at Hamilton sits quiet 
and almost forgotten, once a haven for the steam fan its 
glory is now in the past. The line to the left ran cross- 
country to Warrnambool, the centre line still goes to 
Portland while the line on the right ran out to Coleraine. 
The old loco depot was to the left of the Portland line. 


(A Brehaut) 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR NON-MEMBERS 
Mailed flat, with supplements not provided with across- 
the-counter copies. 
May - April — $12.00 
November - April — $6.00 


Eleven issues yearly - Jan./Feb. combined. 


All subscriptions expire with the April issue. Write to 
ARHS Membership Officer, Box 5177AA, GPO 
Melbourne 3001, for subscriptions and details of member- 
ship, monthly meetings and activities. 


Newsrail is published by the Australian Railway Historical 
Society Victorian Division and details Victorian railway 
happenings and related items. Opinions expressed in 
Newsrail are not necessarily those of ARHS or of its 
members. Material published in Newsrail may be reprinted 
with acknowledgement unless otherwise indicated. 
ISSN 0310-7477. 


Do you find you have nothing to do on Tuesday | 
nights? Why not visit the ARHS Archives on the 
Down platform at Windsor from 8.00 pm. See you 
there! 


Opposite above: B83-S306-X48 leaves Spencer St with 
the 6.25 pm Down Bendigo pass. on Mon.28.12.81. 


Opposite below: B80-64 leaves Sunbury with the 9.35 
am Down Swan Hill pass. on Sun.27.12.81. (Both photos 
John Dare) 
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1928 Tests on S300, 4-6-0 


The steam issue of Newsrail last November is a 
reminder of pre-WW2 days, when the VR was a proud and 
efficient transport organisation. The S class loco followed 
classic design lines, but the performance of S300 as 
originally built was rather mediocre, and quite a number of 
major modifications to the design were made before it 
reached international standard. Through the courtesy of 
John Buckland, a large chart, tabulating the first road tests 
of S300 between 18 April 1928 and 26 June 1928, has 
recently come to hand. The specifications of the first S 
class were: 

Cylinders (3): 20'2" x 28"; 

Boiler Pressure: 200 psi; 

Driving Wheels: 6’ 1” dia.; 

Rated Tractive Effort at 85% boiler pressure: 41,100 Ib.; 

The boiler had heating surfaces (sq. ft.) of firebox 250, 
tubes 2910, and superheater 740, with a grate area of 50 sq. 
ft. Blast pipe cap was 5'4" dia. and the valve gear was the 
standard VR 10” piston valves, 4°" travel, 1'4” lap and 4" 
lead. Total engine and tender weight was 194.7 tons, with 9 
tons of coal and 8600 gallons of water. 

The tests were run on the North East line, the track 
being strengthened to take the 23% ton axle load by replac- 
ing the 80 lb. ‘‘O”’ section rail with 90 Ib. ‘SAS’? section. 
My father was Roadmaster for the NE during this period, 
and I] can remember him saying that the Chief Civil 
Engineer was not too happy about the high axle load. As it 
turned out, those BHP 90 Ib. rails gave good service for 
close on 40 years of operation — but S300 did cause some 
hard words from the track maintenance people! 

The trailing Delta truck under the big firebox had 
insufficient lateral damping, and when hitting a curve at 
speed it would swing to the stops and knock the track tran- 
sition spiral out of line. Increasing the damping percentage, 
steadying up the ride on entering curves, cured and 
problem. The original B class diesels were also deficient in 
lateral bogie/bolster damping too, and shock absorber 
changes were made for the same reason. 

The vertical profile of the test track is: 

Melbourne: 30 ft., Kilmore Jn. (Heathcote Jn.): 1145 ft.; 
Seymour: 464 ft.; Benalla: 559 ft.; distance to Seymour: 
61% miles; distance to Benalla: 1214 miles. 

Five series of runs were made, all using the best Mait- 
land coal of 13,300 to 14,100 BTU/Ib, ash content 3.4 to 
7.7% — real ‘‘avgas 100°’ quality! Crew for all runs was 
Driver E. (Ted) Burnell and Fireman G. Nelson. Indicator 
diagrams were taken on all runs, by some unknown Test 
Assistant sitting in the box on the front buffer beam — 
exposed to everything. Fortunately, the weather for most 
tests was fine, unlike the tests on the NSWGR with the 36 
class ‘4-6-0 in 1926 to Junee in mid-winter, through snow 
and sleet. Test engineers had to be tough in those days! 

Schedule times for S300 (with average speeds in mph) 
were: Seymour Down 1.39 (37.2), Up 1.36 (38.3) and 
Benalla Down 3.15 (37.0), Up 3.6 (38.8), an overall 
average of 38.3 mph. These rather routine speeds probably 
represented the timetables of the day. 

The chart also includes some comparative figures for 
A“992 with a load of 320 tons, and Cl on an X goods 
schedule with 553 tons and time 3.6 from Seymour. No 
indicator diagrams were taken with the A® or C class 
engines. 


TEST RESULTS 


Figure | is a table of average results for both Down and 
Up runs. By comparison, and A“ and C figures were: 


Item A*992 Gl 
Coal — lb. per train mile 48.20 64.30 
Coal fired — SFGH 62.50 42.10 
Steam — per lb. of coal 7.64 7.91 
Steam — SFHS 8.08 7.01 
Superheat temp. — deg. F. 641.00 591.00 
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Generally the S class figure are very ordinary for an 
engine of this size. Boiler evaporation at 8-8'4 lb. of steam 
per Ib. of coal fired is quite good, but the best fuel was 
being used, and coal firing rate per sq. ft. of grate per hour 
was low, only 49 Ib. average. Steam evaporated per sq. ft. 
of evaporative heating surface (SFHS) was also low at 64 
Ib. per hour — a good boiler can give up to 10 or 12 lb. 

Indicated horsepower, ranging from 1440 to 1680, is 
very low for a big wide firebox superheated engine with 50 
sq. ft. of grate. At 1680, it is only 341HP per square foot of 
grate, about 12% more than a good saturated engine at 30 
IHP per square foot, and well behind contemporary 
superheated jobs, giving 40 to 50 IHP per square foot. For 
example, the 1926 36 class 4-6-0 tests mentioned above, 
on the Melbourne Express consistently gave figures of up to 
1400 IHP between Sydney and Junee from 30.5 squ. ft. of 
grate, or 46 IHP per sq. ft. 

Superheater steam temperature, at 560 deg. F, was also! 
low; the A® at 640 deg. F was a lot better. Generally, the 
impression one gets from these early tests was that S300 — 
as originally built — was a ‘‘constipated’’ engine — a good 
basic boiler, but the drafting and valve gear needed 
development to get the real potential out of the design. 


DEVELOPMENTS OF THE S CLASS 
STEAM LOCO 


The first major change was to increase the valve travel to 
give freer steam flow through the wider port openings, and 
$301 to 303 had 6” travel, 1'4" lap and '4" lead valve 
events. This change involved alterations to the valve chest 
castings and the valve linkage — does any railway historian 
know if $300 was converted during its life? The change to 
longer valve travel was probably inspired by the widely 
publicised 1925/26 exchange trials between the LNER 
Gresley Pacific No.4474 and the GWR Castle class. The 
smaller GWR 4-6-0 outperformed the larger 4-6-2 both in 
time keeping and fuel economy, due to its much superior 
valve gear — originally pioneered by G. J. Churchward in 
1900. British and Australian loco engineers were very slow 
to learn these lessons (also well known in the USA — eg. 
the 1898 VR NA class) and the VR never had really good 
valve gears until 50 years after they had been demonstr- 
ated — with the R class 4-6-4. The stodgy 4°4" gear was 
perpetuated in the postwar N and J classes, built in the UK. 
At least the later 6” S class gear could have been used for 
virtually no cost, as new patterns were made for cylinders. 
Also, the wearing parts, like valve head rings, linkage 
bushes etc. would be the same for both 10” gears, so the 
old argument of standardisation would hardly hold. In 
other words, for nothing, the N and J could have had 10% 
added to their power outputs, and, by operating at shorter 
cutoffs, saved something in fuel consumption. 

The next very major improvement came in the mid- 
1930s, with Edgar Brownbill’s ‘‘modified front end’’, to 
improve drafting and reduce cylinder back pressure. $300 
had a blast pipe cap of 5'2"" diameter, and had it been a two 
cylinder engine, for the same tractive effort, the cylinder 
diameter would have been 23.8”, giving a blast pipe/ 
cylinder ratio of 5.5/23.8 = 23%, a very low figure. Most 
good steaming saturated engines are about 25% ratio, and 
superheated jobs with good front ends around 27%. 

As evidence indicating the restrictive ‘‘breathing’’ of 
S300, and excess back pressure in the cylinders, the low 
speeds of 25 to 30 mph for maximum IHP are a pointer. 
Most good engines give maximum IHP at 50 to 60 mph. 

The Modified Front End modifcations to the S class 
eventually gave a radial ported nozzle of 33.18 sq.in. area, 
equivalent in area to a plain cap of 6'2" diameter, or 27.3% 
cylinder diameter for a two cylinder engine. 

The next change in S class specifications was the all steel 
boiler, and this incorporated Nicholson thermic syphons in 
the firebox, increasing the firebox heating area to 292 
sq.ft., and the estimated maximum evaporation rate from 
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40,990 Ib. to 43,300 lb. of steam per hour. At 18 Ib. of 
steam per IHP per hour, this gave a theoretical maximum 
output of 43,300/18=2405 IHP. 

Figure 2 is a drawbar pull (lb.) versus speed graph, com- 
piled from official VR figures and other sources, of the 
Victorian Railways S, R, A? and X class locos, the NSW 38 
class 4-6-2 and the British Railways postwar ‘‘Class 7’’ 4-6- 
2, an engine very close to the R in size. 

Maximum Drawbar Horsepower of the S was 2300 at 45 
mph, when tested in its fully developed form in 1937 for 
the Spirit of Progress. 

To sustain such a high output for more than about ten 
minutes would require two firemen, as the physical 
capacity of even a good strong fireman is about 5000 lb. of 
coal in one hour. The writer has recorded many S class 
sprints up the Glenrowan Bank over 2000 rail horsepower, 
but perhaps the best recorded figure is one of the late L. G. 
Poole’s on the Albury Express for 14.9.1937, with S301 and 
11/490 tons, where Broadmeadows to Heathcote Junction 
(22.7 miles averaging | in 162) was run at an average speed 
of 51.5 mph, giving a rail HP figure of 2390. The timing for 
the Spirit of Progress over this section was 34 minutes, 
average 40.0 mph, with 10/500 tons, equivalent to 
1800RHP. 

In summary — the first S class — No.300 was, by these 
1928 road tests, a pretty mediocre engine, but by 1938 
modification had made it into a very good performer, in 
some respects better on a ‘‘specific HP’’ basis than the 
later R class 4-6-4. The improvements are reflected in the 
train times to Seymour and Benalla: in 1928, with 10/426 
to Seymour average 1.35'4, the Spirit of Progress with 10/ 


500 1.28, and to Benalla with 10/421 in 3.11%, the Spirit of 


Progress 2.30. 


With a star driver like George Padgettthese Spirit of 
Progress times could be held with 11/550 tons, but it was 
tough on the fireman before the S class were converted to 
oil firing. As one old time fireman told me when I asked 
him what cutoff did George generally run the S at, his 
answer was: ‘“‘I don’t know — I was too bloody busy 
shovelling coal!” 


Figure 1: 1928 S300 Tests 


Tiem Series 1 Series 2. Series 3 Series 4 & 5 
Run and Date Seymour Benalla Seymour Seymour & 
Benalla 
18-23.4  24-26.4 1-9.5 19-26.6 
Coal used: 
Ib. per train mile 63.3 62.7 68.6 62.0 
Ibs. SFGH* 47.5 47.6 53.4 47.5 
Steam generated: 
per Ib. of coal 8.51 8.32 8.39 8.05 
per SFHSt 6.40 6.26 6.98 6.05 
Superheater, deg. F 559 558 563 558 
Boiler effic., % 78.0 17.8 15.9 76.2 
Performance: 
Max. TE (Ib.) @ 33,750 21,280 29,000 33,813 
Speed (mph) 13 23 16 13 
Max. IHP @ 1440 1570 1680 1589 
Speed (mph) 25 27 30 30 
Load: 
Cars/tons 11/376 11/405 10/426 10/421 


*SFGH: Coal burnt per sq. foot of grate per hour. 

+SFHS: Steam evaporated per sq. ft. of evaporative heating surface 
per hour. 

Figures for coal and steam are averages for all runs. 
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Underground 


despatching the train. 


The actual staff carried as 
the signals had not been 
commissioned. 


The indicator board at Flin- 
ders St. (All photos Roderick 
B Smith) 
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During summer there was free public tran- 
sport on Sundays and this included run- 
|jning a shuttle service around the City 
‘Circle line. On Sun.6.12.81 a flagman at 
|Spencer St waits to check the staff before 


ne ree net amar 


CITY CIRCLE 


MUSEUM. 
STATION 


LINE TRAINS 


7): 9.57AM UNTIL 4.57PM 
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C CLASS 
HAULED 
PASSENGER 
TRAINS 


Due to a shortage of serviceable 
locos, VicRail still has to use what- 
ever is available to keep the trains 
running. C510 at Spencer St. on 
Mon.21.12.81 at the head of the 
12.30 Ballarat pass. It returned on 
the 3.00 pm Up pass. 


C509 changes the staff on the 
automatic staff exchanger as it 
runs through Rockband at 50 mph 
with the 5.58 pm Ballarat pass. on 
Tues.29.12.81. 


The next day the 5.58 pm Ballarat 
left Spencer St with B79 leadin 
C510. (All photos David Richards) 
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C502 rolls past North Melbourne Junction signalbox with the Up Overland on Fri.8.1.82. (David Richards) 

C509-505 run through the same spot with the Up Overland on Sat.21.11.81. (John Dare) 
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The Cinderella of the Railway Systems 


ALMOST TOTALLY OVERLOOKED BY 
RAILWAYS FANS 


Why have all you railways fans foresaken me? True, I 
am not as exciting as a polished brass plate of a famous 
flyer, as solid as the steel rails which have carried me for 
many years, nor as glamorous as some of the wonderful 
railway engines of yesteryear. True, I didn’t come into 
being until some time after the first primitive train made 
its maiden journey from Flinders Street to Sandridge way 
back in 1854, but I have been around for more than a cen- 
tury owing my existence to, and in turn giving revenue 
toward, the railways systems of Australia. 


What am I then? I am the railways parcel stamp. A col- 
ourful piece of paper, that denotes that the required 
amount of freight has been paid on a parcel. Very definitely 
a stamp, but not usually collected by one and by all, as with 
the common postage stamps. I frequently fall from parcels 
en route, and promptly get swept into a rubbish bin, or on 
receipt at destination get discarded when the outer con- 
tainer is thrown away. And yet, I am as interesting, as any 
of the ordinary postage stamps to be seen in the collections 
of schoolboys and millionaires. I am literally a Cinderella, 
that is I am in a class of stamps called ‘Cinderellas’ which 
are stamps of non postal origin, and therefore lumped 
away with other revenue stamps, colourful seals, and 
charity labels. When it is remembered that the railways 
systems existed largely for the carriage of people, freight 
and parcels, I have surely been overlooked by you railway 
fans. 

Now I exist in every State of Australia, except Tasmania, 
which dispensed with me in 1977. Within a few years, | 
shall not ever exist again, as franking machines, cash 
registers, and accounting systems take over my role to 
make me obsolete. | am a dying species — start collecting 
me while there is yet time to do so. I have been around 
since about 1872, for the prepayment of freight. I made my 
debut then as either a 1/- or 2/- stamp of the Queensland 
Southern and Western Railway. For 1/-, | would enable up 
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to 3 lbs, and for 2/- up to 6 lbs of freight to be carried. I 
was a really expensive stamp then, and just as expensive 
today. If you find me, you can just about put your own 
value on me, as very few copies of me exist now. My next. 
appearance was in Victoria, where I appeared in the values: 
of ‘ad, 1d, 2d, 3d and 6d. Again you can just about name’ 
your own price when trading me today. I next appeared in 
South Australia in 1885 in eight values between Id and 2/- 
, and there are lots more of me around in most of those 
denominations today. New South Wales saw the value in 
having me as a parcel stamp in 1892, and later in 1901 
Tasmania issued me, and tastly Western Australia in 1905. 
Over the years, I have appeared in many different colours, 
designs and shapes, and of course, | am_ thoroughly 
modern, for I went decimal in 1966. 

Thus in most states I exist in a number of denomina- 
tions, and my highest value is in Queensland where I was 
issued as a $10 stamp in January this year. 

Recently a number of railway systems have withdrawn 
many of my issues, and I am practically impossible to. 
obtain in anything under the value of 10 cents. 

Some collectors, and these do not appear to be railway 
fans, but railway parcel stamp fans (and there is a big. 
difference, let me tell you) collect me in my pristine mint 
form. Others like me used and obliterated, sometimes to 
extinction, by zealous parcels clerks. Either way, I am 
interesting, and loved by those who teasure me. Without 
your interest in me, I am just about doomed to make my 
disappearance without a thought from you at all. Within a 
few years, I shall no longer exist, unless you take the time. 
to preserve me now. If you want to read a little about all 
my many and varied issues over the last century, then you 
will want to have a copy of‘The Railway and other parcel 
Stamps of Mainland Australia’, a recent catalogue com- 
piled with great care by Messrs Ingles, Presgrave and 
Craig. They at least appreciate me. 


(Readers interested in this subject are invited to contact the 
author at Box 1517, GPO, Melbourne, 3001.) | 


L1163 on the 9.30 am Down Bairnsdale pass. leaves Yarragon and passes K183 in the park. Sun.25.10.81. 


Steamrail hope to restore the K to service. (John Dare) 
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¢ i VicRail 5c current stamp, now 

seldom seen. Victorian Railways, Series 1917- 

NSWGR 1974 issue, overprinted 1941, called the ‘Winged Stamps’. 


OS State Govt. for official use. 
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NSWGR 1974 issue. Printed Victorian Railway 1902-1917 
_W.A.G. Railways, 1966 decimal ‘Victoria and Jor use ie that state series. 
currency issue. as part of the revenue sharing 
agreement. 
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Queensland Railways, 1981 $10 
high value stamp. 


Victorian Railways 1958-66 issue, 
last before decimal currency. 
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PARCELS Jj 


Tasmania Govt. Railways, called 
the first Garratt issue, 1917. 


1965, 


“AUSTRALIAN | 
7 NATIONAL 
RAL | 
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CENTS 


PARCELS STANP | 


South Australia now uses the Tasmanian Govt. Railways, The : 
A.N.R. stamps first issue on 1901 Queensland Govt. Railways. 
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K190 near Seaholme with the Vintage Train Mystery Tour on 
2.8.81. (Jeff Dorman) 


Avoca station was in full bloom as K190 passed for water on 
14.11.81 as it headed for Ararat. (Douglas Garland) 


K190 
AROUND 


STATE 


K190 is steaming well as it runs through Armadale at the head 
| of the Vintage Train to Warragul on Sun.4.10.81. (Ken Williams) 


All eyes are on K190 as it crosses trestle bridges near 
Koonwarra on the “Daffodil” train on 6.9.81. (Neil Lawson) 


Caulfield is left in a cloud of smoke as 190 heads for home 
after having been to Orbost for the weekend. Sun.18.10.81. 
(Ken Williams) 


38 


| 
NEWSRAIL | 
| 
} 


MARCH 1982 


39 


Traffic 


GENERAL 


New weekly ticket: A new weekly public transport ticket 
will give passengers a week’s travel on Melbourne’s trains, 
trams and buses for the price of five days’ travel. The first 
Travelcard Weekly was issued on Fri.5.2.82. A single 
weekly Travelcard will also give up to six people unlimited 
travel on public transport in the metropolitan area on Sun- 
days. Ticketholders and their friends would be able to 
travel anywhere in the metropolitan area on Sundays, 
regardless of which specific zones the ticket covered on 
week days and Saturdays. Travel Card Weekly would oper- 
ate Mondays to Sundays and would be available at all rail- 
way stations, tram depots and the tramways stand in Royal 

Arcade. The tickets will cost: Zones 1, 2, 3 — $10; Zones 1 

& 2,2 &3 — $13; Zone 1-3 — $18. The move is the third 

by the Victorian Government to try to attract people to 

public transport. VicRail had a record $180 million deficit 
for the 12 months to June 1981 and the Melbourne and 

Metropolitan Tramways Board also had a record $42 mil- 

lion operating deficit. (Age) 

Tenders: The following tenders were called by VicRail dur- 

ing January and February. 

* The clearance of all the unserviceable sleepers to be 
removed from the Up railway track between Clarkefield 
and Diggers Rest stations, approximately eleven (11) 
miles. 

* The clearance of all the unserviceable sleepers to be 
removed from the Up railway track between Diggers 
Rest and St Albans stations, approximately nine (9) 
miles. 

* The supply and delivery of carpet for first-and economy 
class air conditioned country passenger carriages. 

* The supply and delivery of heavy duty diesel starting 
batteries. 

* The supply of 3 
specified. 

* The supply 2 No. 1600 mm gauge C-C bogies complete 
with 877 traction motors ready to mount under B.S. and 
X class locomotives. 


* The supply of 12 No. E.M.D. D77B traction motors for 
B.S.X. and C class locomotives. 


* The supply of 8 No. E.M.D. D29 traction motors for T 
class locomotives. 
Wheat harvest flows in: No major problems have occur- 
red with moving this seasons wheat crop which is being 
described as a better than average harvest. Despite the 
threat of rail Union industrial action over a $14.00 a week 
pay increase most of Victoria’s harvest has already been 
handled. The Grain Elevators Board had accepted 2.7 mil- 
lion tonnes of wheat up until the middle of January against 
final expectations of 3.2 to 3.3 million tonnes. A total of 
50,000 tonnes were moved out of the Wimmera on one 
day — an average of about 1000 tonnes per silo. To keep 
such deliveries ‘‘in balance’? the GEB needed 2400 20- 
tonne railway trucks a day, but there were only 1500 to 
1800 trucks available each day. Road transport had been 
used, including a 1000-tonne shipment from Westmere 
recently. The GEB’s ability to accept the harvest in a 
shorter time had been achieved by both increased capacity 
and better planning. A $16 million capital works program 
had increased storage capacity by 100,000 tonnes, upgraded 
about 30 silos and about 15 weigh-bridges. (Weekly Times) 
Free Sunday trains: Free Sunday public transport is prov- 
ing so popular that the first two Up trains from Frankston 


No. — track lifting machines as 


Centre Pages: GM31 and 35 leave Spencer St with the 
6.45 pm Down Spirit of Progress to Sydney on Christmas 


Day 1981. GM31 returned to Port Augusta on Fri.26.2.82. 
(John Dare) 
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on 10.1.82 were seen to be crush loaded by the time they 
got to Carrum. At another sighting on Sun.10.1, Harris 
trains were running the Sandringham line in lieu of the 
usual Tait sets. Included in the Harris car stock was one of 
6, 75’ trailer cars. (AN) 


Overhead inspection train: This special train was noted at 
Clifton Hill on Thurs.21.1.82 at about 10.00 am. The 
special overhead inspection car was placed between Tait 
motors 461M and 456M. (PF) 


Livestock wagons too old: It was claimed by the State 
Labor Party that sheep and cattle were being transported in 
railway vans up to 105 years old. In reply to a question on 
notice in Parliament, the Minister for Transport, Mr Mac- 
lellan, said VicRail had 217 four-wheeled vans built bet- 
ween 1896 and 1953, and 35 bogie vans first built in 1928, 
for sheep transport. For cattle transport, there were 250 
four-wheeled vans first built in 1877 and improved in 
1960, 16 bogie vans built in 1928, and 58 containers built 
in 1974, Mr Maclellan said. A Labor Party spokesman said 
that his Government would be committed to improve the 
standard and efficiency of both grain and livestock 
transport. The Labor Party would spend up to $18 million 
on 200 new SO tonne hopper grain wagons if elected. 
(Herald) 


Harris cars return to Epping and Hurstbridge line and 
some unusual Tait sets: In the December Newsrail a 
report featured a list of Tait cars still operating. At the time 
the item was prepared the Tait cars were exclusively used 
on the Epping and Hurstbridge lines, however not long’ 
after Newsrail was released Harris cars started to reappear: 
on both lines in preparation of the two lines being con- 
nected to the Underground loop. Because Tait trains are 
prohibited from running via the loop several train 
schedules are slowly being taken over by Harris cars. In 
addition to planned moves to run Harris car sets on this 
line other sets have been used because of a shortage of. 
Tait car sets. Even sets of Tait cars off the Sandringham 
line have been put to use on these lines. On Fri.29.1.82 two 
very rare Tait car sets were sighted on the line as follows: 
5 car set from west to east, 471M-257D-204D-220T-464M. 

6 car set from west to east, 269M-401T-260D-481M- 

468M-202D. 
During the evening the above two sets were broken up 
into a 7 car train as follows: | 
pe to east, 269M-401T-260D-481M-204D-220T-464M. 
PB | 


No animals on replacement bus services: With the 
introduction of road coach services between Melbourne 
and Yarram, and between Frankston, Mornington and all 
stations on the Stony Point lines, facilities for the con- 
veyance of dogs and other livestock will not be available by 
passenger services. Dogs for destinations between Cran- 
bourne and Yarram will only be conveyed in portable dog 
boxes on freight train services. Dogs for stations on the 
Mornington and Stony Point lines are to be fully addressed 
and railed to Frankston. (KH) 


Super silver faults: VicRail is experiencing faults with the 
new Comeng silver trains. The major cause of problems 
with the new trains seems to be with the air conditioning, 
alternators and other electrical systems. At one stage four 
of the five trains were out of action. (Sun) 


Cheltenham to be put underground: Moves are being 
made to place the Cheltenham railway station underground 
in conjunction with the eventual introduction of the third 
rail line through to Cheltenham. The station could be cre- 
ated as a regional transport exchange with a modern bus 
terminal to operate in association with rail transport. It was 
claimed that more than 17,000 motor vehicles use the 
level-crossing at Charman Rd and placing the station 
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underground would eliminate this bottleneck and would 
also encourage shopping centre growth above the station. 
(CB) 


Labor Government to build more rail lines: As part of 
their election promises a Labor Government would pro- 
vide a rail link with VFL Park which has been a topical 
point for many years. The bottlenecks of cars and buses 
that occur there on days of football demand that a better 
public transport service be provided. In addition new lines 
would be planned from the City to Tullamarine, East Don- 
caster and Frankston to Dandenong. (Sun) 


WARRNAMBOOL LINE & BRANCHES 


Down Warrnambool pass.: On Fri.22.1.82 the 9.25 am 
Down Warrnambool pass. consisted of loco, X44, Parcels 
van, Norman, Club car, PCO Power van, VBPY, 10BN, 
SBN, 6ACN. The Norman car, Club car, PCO power van 
were also attached to the front of the 5.30 pm Up 
Melbourne train on the same day. It is believed that the 
cars were for the use of a Parliamentary Party travelling to 
Warrnambool. (BM) 


Waurn Ponds cement train: The regular working of the 
Waurn Ponds (near Geelong) to Arden St cement train 
will present a colourful sight soon as the bogie vans in the 
train will feature a large blue logo with ‘‘Blue Circle 
Cement” displayed on it. The logo has already appeared on 
the side of van VBBY 133, and XC type bogies have been 
fitted in lieu of the usual aligned type. (ROR) 


SERVICETON LINE & BRANCHES 
Mons | Up Horsham pass.: The Up Horsham pass. on 


Mon.28.12.81 presented a colourful sight as it approached 
Stawell. The double train consist was hauled by loco B64, 
with cars, CE, AS, BS, AE, VLPY and a 3 car N set. (PM) 


Stawell sightings: 

Fri.8.1.82: T357, 384, 376, Up goods 58=62 vehicles. 

Sat.9.1.82: $315, 313, 311, T336. Up Jet 29=81 vehicles. 
X46, T1378, Y125, 122 Up wheat, 57=75 vehicles. 

Sun.10.1.82: The Up and Down Horsham pass. had an 
orange VBPY in its consist. The normal make up is 6 
cars and 2 vans. 

Mon.18.1.82: S307, X54, 52 Up pass. with 5 cars. 

Thurs.21.1.82: T407, 371, Y146 Up goods 26=33 vehicles. 

Tues.26.1.82: T382, X49 Up goods 24=39 vehicles. (PM) 


Bolangum line to close?: The local Council fears that the 
branch line to Bolangum may be next to close as the line 


1356 is heading north as it tops the 
grade at Leichardt with its train of 
empty GYs destined for the Mallee 
silos. Mon.7.12.81. (A Sedawie) 
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was not used by wheat trains to collect this seasons har- 
vest. Grain from Rupanyup, Banyena, Jackson, Marnoo, 
Burrum and Bolangum was moved by road transport. 
(Wimmera Mail Times) 


Mon.1.2.82 at Ballarat: On the Australia Day holiday, 
1.2.82, No.8105 Down Horsham pass. ran via Bacchus 
Marsh (usually scheduled through North Geelong), arriv- 
ing Ballarat approx. 10 mins. late. Consist was $301-X44- 
T335 hauling a very dirty VPBY74 and pristine 7BN, 8BN, 
9ACN, IBN, 2BN, 3ACN. At Ballarat the locos ran for- 
ward under the Armstrong St bridge, where the T was cut 
off and driven back through the centre roads. S301-X44 
then set back onto the train and departed approx 15 mins 
late. (The same locos and consist worked the Up Horsham 
pass. later in the day.) T335 worked No.8134 Up pass., 
which was scheduled to depart at the Saturday time of 
12.00 (weekday departure is usually 12.10). Consist of this 
train was 29CE, SAS, 61BE, 17BE. 61BE has been con- 
verted from an ABE, the former first class section being 
identified by the wider window spacing. (RW) 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Rail freight concessions for beer: In an attempt to win 
back some beer traffic lost to road transport with deregula- 
tion VicRail has introduced large freight concessions for 20 
and 10 tonne lots of beer. Patrons meeting the tonnages 
will receive a discount of 30 and 25 percent respectively. 
Large newspaper advertisements appeared in country 
papers. (NPO) 

Christmas theft at Bendigo: Utilities, air-conditioners, 
sewing machines and plumbing fittings worth $30,000 were 
stolen from the VicRail yards over the Christmas break. 
Detectives said yesterday the two VicRail utilities taken 
some time between January | and 2 were recovered at 
Melton. Thieves forced a lock on a goods shed to get at 
some of the items and smashed a window in another build- 
ing to take things from there. (FW) 

Echuca to Bendigo by VicRail bus: On Mon.25.1.82, I tra- 
velled to Bendigo and return by the VicRail contract bus 
service. Nine passengers boarded the bus at the Echuca 
railway station, | off at Rochester and 4 on, 6 on at 
Elmore, 2 off at Goornong. Bus involved in minor accident 
with car in Bendigo Mall. Nine passengers off at Mitchell St 
and 14 off at Station. B class number 79 hauled Up noon 
pass. with B75 on Down pass. at 12.15 pm. Y class with 3 
GY and | G wagon left Bendigo on the Down at 3.50 pm 
whilst W249 ran a small consist to the North Bendigo 
Workshops. S305 arrived with Down pass. at 3.58 pm and 
returned with the Up pass. The return of the Deniliquin 
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bus saw 14 passengers on at the station, 4on at Mitchell St, 
2 on at Goornong, 6 off Elmore, 2 off at Rochester, 6 off 
at the Echuca Post Office and 2 off at the station. (FS) 


Bendigo - Geelong goods: On Tues.2.2.82, the 1.20 am 
Bendigo to Geelong goods departed Bendigo with a load of 
1800 tonnes with locos B79, X54 and Y153 spliced in bet- 
ween the two mainline units. (IG) 

Bendigo Workshops: A State Labor government would 
aim to restore employment at the North Bendigo Railway 
Workshops to the level of 10 years ago, the ALP’s 
transport spokesman, Mr Crabb, has said. ‘‘The Bendigo 
workshops were once among the best heavy engineering 
workshops in the nation, and they can be again, but they 
need the orders, the work, and Labor will provide that 
work’’, he siad. ‘‘This program is an integral part of our 
plans for public transport and meets our objectives for 
economic development, decentralisation and job growth’, 
Mr Crabb said. (Bendigo Advertiser) 


Echuca events: The following sightings were made at 

Echuca during January 1982. 

Sat.16.1: Y121 with 23 GH wagons and ZLP left on a Up 
goods at 3.10 pm. Locos Y160, Y168 and Y169 also in 
the yard. 

Sun.17.1: Locos Y160 and Y169 stabled all day in the yard. 

Mon.18.1: Y locos 110, 121, 166 in the yard at 5.00 pm. Y 
class 166 arrived on a Up goods earlier in the day with 
1SGH, 15GY, ZLP. 

Tues.19.1:A busy day. Down goods left at 11.40 am with Y 
class, 8 containers 42 GH wagons and ZLP van. Up 
goods left at 12.10 pm with T336 and Y169, consist U 
van, 2GY, VTOY, 16 containers 22GH and CP van. A 
further Up goods arrived at 2.35 pm hauled by Y160 
with 24GH, 4GY, 17GH and ZLP van. 

Fri.22.1: T352, Y168 in the yard. Down goods arrived at 
4.00 pm hauled by T387 and Y168 with 33GY, 2VOWA, 
2VPCX and ZF van. ; 

Mon.25.1: Up goods arrived at 6.45 pm hauled by Y164 
with 11GH, 2GY and ZLP van. Tues.26.1: Down goods 
left at 10.15 am hauled by Y166 with 67GH, (yes, 67) 
and ZLP van. T357 and Y137 in yard. 

Wed.27.1: Locos Y137, Y160, T7333, Y168 and T356 in 
yard during the morning. Down goods left at 12.05 pm 
hauled by Y168 with 17GH, and ZLP. Up goods left at 
12.10 pm hauled by T356 with 16GY, 13 containers and 
ZL van. 

Thurs.28.1: T407, 1344, Y137 stabled in the yard at 11.00 
am. Y169 left with Down goods at 11.00 am followed not 
long after by Y168 on another Down goods. Up goods 
hauled by Y locos, 137, 160, 166 left late afternoon. 


Loco T344 with train of GY wagons left on the Up via 
Toolamba at 7.00 pm. 

Fri.29.1: Y132 pilot duties at 10.15 am. Up goods with 
22GH, 12GY and ZL van hauled by Y class left at 3.45 
pm. Locos Y132, 160, 166, 169 in the yard at 4.15 pm. Y 
class 164 arrived on a Up goods at 5.00 pm. 

Sat.30.1: T357 and 1322 arrived with a Down goods at 8.15 
am and after some fast shunting departed with a Up 
goods at 9.40 am. Locos Y160, 166 and 169 stabled in 
yard at 6.00 pm. (FS) 


ALBURY LINE & BRANCHES 


Rail car shortage: VicRail is still experiencing a severe 
shortage of railcars with many services being replaced by a 
bus or small passenger train. One railcar schedule which is 
becoming a regular loco hauled train is the 6.30 am Up 
Seymour pass. which is very frequently hauled by a Y class 
unit. Even with light load of only two vehicles the 40 mph 
Y class continually runs about 15 minutes late. (PS) 


Shepparton passenger service: Shepparton’s afternoon 
passenger train will not be replaced by a bus service. 
Rumors that buses would replace the train followed a 
breakdown of the diesel railmotor recently. When a rep- 
lacement motor could not be obtained buses had to be 
used to take passengers to and from Melbourne. Sheppar- 
ton stationmaster, Mr Denis O’Connor, said today all rail 
passengers had increased by 20 percent since the new 
timetables were introduced late last year. He said the early 
afternoon train to Melbourne was being well patronised, 
but new rollingstock was necessary for it and the other rail 
services. He said that when buses had to be used due to 
the breakdown of the railmotor, many people complained 
and said they wanted to travel by train. (Shepparton News) 


Myrtleford report: Y class number 154 ran a special trip to 
Myrtleford and return on Mon.21.12.81 and sister Y class 
153 ran a similar trip on Wed.30.12.81. 

Tenders have been called for the removal of the Down end 
(town end) on the Myrtleford goods shed. Station office 
and remaining part of goods shed not included. (IM) 


ORBOST LINE 


Up Traralgon pass.: On Sun.31.1.82 the 8.00 am Up Tra- 
ralgon pass. was seen passing through Moe with T classes, 
405 and 370 at the head of the 5 car train. (IT) 


Special race train: On Wed.3.2.82 in connection with a 
race meeting at Pakenham a special 6 car silver set ran 
from Flinders St to Pakenham to convey race patrons. 
(AN) 


X38 sits at the head of the 

Overland set at Oakleigh on 

Fri.4.12.81. This came about 

due to an industrial dispute 

(see p. 13, Feb. Newsrail). (H E 
pees Webster) 
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B64 looks on as $315 departs Spencer St with the 7.10 pm Down Geelong pass. on Wed.30.12.81. S classes are 
rare on the Melbourne-Geelong shuttle service as they have to be turned at each terminal. (David Richards) 


X43 and B72 at Echuca on 18.10.81 at the head of the Up Rich River special. (L Sutton) 
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Works 


GENERAL 


Western line relaying resumes: VicRail resumed work on 
relaying the Melbourne - Serviceton line on Mon.25.1.82. 
Work on the $22 million program stopped in February last 
year because of a shortage of money. A gang of.35 started 
from the Serviceton end in January 1980. They worked 
east for 65 kilometres until finishing on the Melbourne 
side of Nhill. VicRail said that the crew would resume 
where it stopped on the outskirts of Nhill. It is replacing 
existing 47-kilogram-a-metre rail with 60-kilogram rail to 
make the line one of the heaviest in Australia. (Wimmera 
Mail Times) 


New Serviceton line loops: Some new crossing loops situ- 
ated between Ararat and Serviceton should be in operation 
by July 1982. The longer loops will enable a vast improve- 
ment to be made in train running times. VicRail said track- 
work was finished at Pimpinio, Murtoa, Dimboola and 
Kaniva, 50 percent finished at Deep Lead and 90 percent 
finished at Great Western. Contracts for signalling were let 
re ae October and VicRail expects work finished by July. 
PM 


Work at Bank Box near: Part of the major upgrading of 
the Serviceton line provided for Bank Box loop situated 
midway between Bacchus Marsh and Ballan to be extended 
by about half its present size. An inspection of the loop on 
Sat.30.1.82 revealed that marking pegs had been placed 
into the ground leading from the Up end of the loop for 
several hundred metres before rejoining the mainline sug- 
gesting that construction work is imminent. (BW) 


WERRIBEE LINE 
ELECTRIFICATION 


Overhead staunchions being installed in the Galvin-Laverton 
section on 4.12.81. 


RM64 running the Up Werribee-Newport service on 4.12.81 
passes a new substation on the Down side of Aircraft. (Both 
photos Bill Gras) 
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Anew footbridge (foreground) is being prepared to temporarily replace the former bridge to allow major works at 
werribee to take place, late Oct.81. (Bill Gras) 


Its days numbered, the Warragul refreshment room on 8.7.81. When the new passenger service started in October it 
was closed down. (N Haughton) 
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Delays, Derailments, etc. 


GENERAL 


Up Jet delayed: On Sat.23.1.82, a maximum length Up Jet 
with 50 vehicles=130 hauled by C508 and C503 came to a 
halt at the Stawell Up outer home colour light signal. C503 
was refusing to power. Fitters were called from Ararat and 
Ga rain was able to proceed after a delay of over an hour. 
PM 

ARHS special derailed: It seems that even rail fan excur- 
sions are not immune against derailments. One of our own 
special trains hired to run to Oaklands and return on 
Sat.23.1.82, was derailed on the return trip near Rennie. 
With the temperature well over the 40 degree mark it is 
believed that buckled rails caused the accident which sent 
the train off the tracks. locomotive X39, cars, CWl, 
BW18, BW26, BW2 remained upright but damaged about 
150 metres of track. Buses were used to take the 
passengers to Benalla where connections were made with 
the Up Daylight and Up Albury pass. (IT) 

Harris train off at Oakleigh: Just after 9.00 am on Tues. 
26.1.82 Harris cars 507M and 817T were derailed when 
docking from C siding at Oakleigh. Suburban trains were 
slightly delayed by the mishap and the 7.00 am Up Tra- 
ralgon pass. was delayed over an hour. Rerailing was com- 
plete at 5.30 pm. However even after the train was re- 
railed another event took place. the two mobile cranes 
assisting to rerail the train required to cross the mainline to 
return to the roadway. One of the cranes became bogged in 
the ballast and loco T350 which had been assisting to rerail 
the Harris train was then required to pull the crane out of 
its predicament. (CW) 

Mildura goods delayed: Whilst hauling the 11.00 pm Down 
Mildura goods on Thurs.28.1.82 B62 experienced a fire in a 
traction motor of the rear bogie between Ballan and Gor- 
don. Loco B79 off an Up Ballarat goods hauled the disabled 


train to Gordon. The train was delayed over five hours 
causing severe late running on the line. (CC) 


Geelong pass. delayed: On Sat.30.1.82, while hauling the 
4.30 pm Up Geelong pass. loco B67 struck a cow between 
Laverton and Newport. The train was terminated at 
Newport due to a damaged cow catcher. (THS) 


Down Jet causes fires: On Wed.3.2.82, several sleepers 
and two wooden bridges were set alight by C510, it was 
alleged by a resident in the area. The train the 8.50 pm 
Down Jet was seen to pass through Dimboola and shortly 
after it was noticed that several sleepers and two wooden 
bridges were on fire. An inspection of the train at Nhill 
which was hauled by C510 and S315 revealed that the 
brakes on the C class were sticking. A temporary speed 
restriction was placed over the damaged area. (TP) 


Overland delayed: On Fri.5.2.82, the Up Overland hauled 
by S310 and S303 was delayed at Nhill when S310 failed. 
The defective loco was detached. $303 was driven hostlers 
end leading to Dimboola where S301 was attached to the 
lead of the train. (TI) 


Carwarp derailment: Part of the 8.50 pm Up Mildura 
goods was derailed at Carwarp on Wed.10.2.82 when 
re ie wheat wagons. Train loco Y144 was not derailed. 
AN 


Echuca goods derailed: Portion of the Bendigo to Echucé 
goods was derailed near Rochester on Thurs.11.2.82. The 
wagons were all VHWA vehicles hauling ballast. Train locc 
T354 was not derailed. (AN) 


Opposite: The early morning sunlight showing damage to the 
tower and dome. Ballarat, 28.1.82. Locals suggest it could be 
rebuilt with even a clock in the tower. 


Stationmaster’s office showing extensive fire damage. (Both photos Colin Pike) 
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Rollingstock 


GENERAL 


VicRail rollingstock roster: The following list of 
rollingstock represents locos and carriages shown as being 
on the VicRail register as at December 1981. All 
rollingstock is not necessarily in operating condition but is 
still shown as a registered item. 


No. on No. on 
Class Register Class Register 
Locomotive Steam AE se2 saupaneaees teuenes 11 
DBE: extn gents eccetipsch eertvanke ats dened 1 PSS) & avsnizne eaten gH batens ig eosin 13 
| ee Ee en ae ) POW ensue iid wands Ga yatabw atautae dS 5 
Ry srcaseeg seeps @ enioeith ae ievann en ae Bo RWW 59.00% oy ass mal pata ce aie 29 
; PDE is oP sscyiecs caused? Co tabeade at 8 
ee 26 BC. eee | 
Fiza catae a been a oaneg + aan 11 BCE... esses eee eee : 
fe ee BBCP tccgst tgatuac cise '® ach 5 
BES xed uiete ROS Lea Y 43 
SI chs lahat ote 8 bite da ana 92 B | 
TS si ocenaamanee asia os 2 EO tiewnensemman senna 
<p aennamnme bane Rae emer sete oesen est 
SUSGY. sesccontavsereed seas nian oats Lo Behe Meh ee heat es peS 
Te GEN ct dca d ctor poses 8 qd: - Bette iirhemores sate tte i 
BS dco Si avendan anise oo aaah a a SG 3 
) eee eee eee 20 
BY oe x nase a aiseg see reeient o a 24 
he rene rere meet ee 70 BV 
Y (SG) ig csesd epeaddoeiasY 5 BW 
Gi (SG)iq.e ausivesaneee ieee 4% 4 6 aaa ee 
seis ctl eae a 
MBS 
Electric MRS 
Mego snladna -arsosns liecaeei dbus 25 Sleeper 
Dae G8 este eR OR KOS ee Ree 8 Special .. 
Diesel Hydraulic X,Y, YZ 
Mi cpasoons cacaaeh racists. 2 as eed oe 1 VBK (SG) 
MW scaeuanh aanivtsd draivigtes wisearseoe 1 VBW (SG) 
Wyte semec games Hace as 24 VEK (SG) 
VFR (SG) 
Cranes — Steam.......... 3 VES (SG) 
Cranes ~ Dibcwcaccccaxe 2 VFW (SG) 
Railmot VFX (SG) 
Dsl. 600 HP. ....eeec cc. 4 YRS (SG) 
Dsl. Electric............. 10 VAM (SG) 
; ; Electric Suburban 
ial Trafler sicoiccvesas ss 8 Sliding Door (Tait) 
Rail Tractors............ SO OD). rc cess eupeugnves 20 
Carriage Stock G be aie nee eta ne Sue ak 35 
DUS® ASIAD seca -scsieos oan ad he di MAU sce nape og eeaayts oe tai te 147 
BS) cress « 6 qetence a igsntia a menwpe ted ih SR ssn enincnds oh tensa Sh ssiiina ph aes 83 
Roomettes .... 0.0... 50+ ees 8 Sliding Door (Harris) 
AT WENGUCS .cosy yas 4 meee 4 100 BT cece eee eee 60 
Chub)! Cans as ccavae «ihren 00m 3 a Sh se iiditiccsvcdadeitate tenes tte 184 
RBI (BUftety one werdoaseiesuariens 3 Gis evnt acesete, tex eieppecdenl tes 178 
oe errr TT cere : TS ft) occ cece ccc ccceues 6 
BCS. ssinsaiestecis kamen «atin Sliding Door (Stainless Steel) 
DAM 5c snes Sa hidds 8 BLESS 2 M 
LAN 0 2 Mp esos ot aus tains 2 ear He 
INFAM incest ssenea ecteneda Aomstrepn a ee ee eres. eee 
RMS. s ccccre nang cue 3 3 Com Eng 
fet et ree ean 8 ee 6 
Country T 3 
ABE ............-- cece. a ee 
ABD nse asd who atts ea teaeag 2. Parcels Coach 
ABU sie eceeartcercacivhtoniti 0.8 nO 9 
VEY sc 5 teen dew ee eal de 6 2 Overhead Insp. Car....... 1 


Orange VBPY: In conjunction with the new country pass. 

cars there are now five VBPY vans in service numbers, 11, 

27, 37, 68, 90. (RO) 

Rebuilt Harris colours: The present contract to rebuild the 

Harris car fleet calls for the following colour scheme to be 

used. 

Light aircraft grey — sides. 

Medium sea grey — roof. 

Orange — speed strip along side probably with VicRail 
logo. (YD) 

Tait car 241D: This car was recently sighted in the Joli- 

mont Yards with severe collision damage to the driving 

end on the guards side. This car was involved in a collision 

with silver cars 205M-1017T. Car 471M attached to 24D 

was only slightly damaged. The silver cars were moved to 

Newport Workshops for minor repairs. (PF, PB) 
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Harris Car 830T: This car was recently badly damaged in < 
fire at Ringwood and is to be scrapped. (PB) 


Standard gauge loco roster: With the introduction of 

through running of locos between Melbourne and Sydney 

which was originally scheduled for 1.1.82, but has yet to get 

into full swing it is appropriate to look at the locos on stan- 

dard gauge roster just prior to the imminent changes. The 

following list was prepared in Nov. 81. S317, X31, 45, 47. 

48, 49, 50, S51, C501, 502, 504, T355, 411, Y11, 115, ‘139. 

155, GMBI. The following changes had taken place up tc 

the end of December 1981: 

C502 to broad gauge on 2.11.81. 

X31 to broad gauge on 16.11.81, and then to Bendigo fo: 
repaint and soundproofing. | 

Returned to standard gauge on 23.12.81. | 

X34 to standard gauge on 16.11.81. Involved in collision al 
South Dynon and after repairs returned to broad gauge 
on 23.12.81. 

X48 to broad gauge on 22.12.81. 

GMs 33 and 35 arrived for standard gauge duty or 
22.12.81. 

X49 to broad gauge on 31.12.81. (AN) 


Pass. cars stored at South Side: For anyone travelling 
along New Footscray Rd it is probably a little unusual tc 
see passenger cars stored unserviceable under the forme: 
Northern freight depot. Since the freight forwarding has 
been transferred to the main Melbourne freight termina 
the area at South Side has been used for storing these 
unwanted cars. It is believed that these cars are providing 
the spare parts to keep the existing wooden fleet going 
Some of the cars stored there are: 30BU, 8CE, 21IBW 
42BU, S5BU, 16BU, 4BU, 32C, 20C, 48C, 18C, 36C 
S51ABU, 27BU, 21CE. (PN) 


Depot visits: | 
Sun.17.1.82: Ararat; T357, 365, 366, 379, W260, 263, X34 

38, 42, Y141, 143, 146. 
Sun.24.1.82: Ararat; S308, 310, T365, 373, 377, 409, 413 

W260, 263, X42, 49, Y141, 149, 152. 
Sun.24.1.82: Dimboola; X52, Y125, 143. 
Sun.24.1.82: C507, S307, 315. (PM) 


Silver Motor 150M: Motor car 150M which was seen as a 
west end Motor on Feb.1.2, is fitted with Comeng fabri 
seats. (THS) 


Rail tractor locations: 
RT 3 Rochester 

4 Wodonga 

5 Spotswood 

6 Rochester 


28 Seymour 

29 Traralgon 
30 Tocumwal 
31 Moe | 
32 Swan Hill | 


7 Oaklands | 
8 Redcliffs 33 Korong Vale 
9 Kyabram 34 Warracknabeal 

10 Woodend 35 Orbost 
11 Ararat 36 Cowwarr 


12 Oakleigh 
13 Numurkah 
14 Colac 


37 Charlton 
38 Leongatha 
39 Nowa Nowa 


15 Horsham 40 Westall 
16 Bridgewater 42 Seymour 
17 Sea Lake 43 Echuca 
18 Hamilton 44 Morwell 


19 Footscray 
20 Irymple 
21 Ballarat 


45 Traralgon 
46 Spotswood 
47 Deniliquin 


22 Kerang 48 Portland 

23 Seymour 49 Morwell 

24 Traralgon 50 Stawell 

25 Nhill 51 Camperdown 
26 Ouyen 52 Castlemaine 


27 Seymour 53 Ballarat (AN 


aise 


Rollingstock at Warrenheip on Mon.1.2.82: 


; On goods siding (near junction of Bacchus Marsh and 
Geelong lines): 44C, 9BU, 34BU, 76BPL, 18BU, 30C. 
The passenger cars had most windows broken and were 
partially stripped, with some doors and partitions and 
most seats and light fittings removed. Both vans appear 
to be in good condition and were carded ‘‘To No.9 Shed 
Melbourne Yard for Storage’. (Pass. cars were not 
carded.) 


* On part of former Down Geelong line: VBBX48, VOCX 
152, VLCX112, VLCX484, VLCX151, VBBX101, 
VLCX147, VLCX264, VQFX3, VQCX584, VLCX533, 
VBBX30, VOBX363, VQCX754, VFSX31, VLCX366, 
VBBX31, VOBX62, VOBX88, VLCX294, all carded for 
minor repiars. (RW) 


Scrapping of country cars continues: During January and 
“ebruary the scrapping of country cars occurred at 
Newport. Cars 4AW, 12BU, 33BU, 6BW which had their 
Dogies removed several months ago were bulldozed into 
he ground. Car, 27BE which was damaged in a collision 
some time ago was also bulldozed. Van 14CE which has 
een placed on the ground for some time has not been 
wrecked. It is believed to have been sold. This was the 
Tont van of the passenger train that ran into the back of 
,00ds train at Lara on 21.9.81. BCPL15 has also been par- 
ially bulldozed. (PB) 

N car experiment: New country car ACN19 is presently 
yeing fitted with sides of stainless steel fluting. If the 
*xperiment is successful it is believed that the whole N car 
rch eventually be fitted with stainless steel sides. 
AN 
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Railmotor roster: the following list of railmotors was com- 
piled on 4.2.82: 


40DRC — running on one engine only performing Wer- 
ribee shuttle. 


41DRC — engine change over at South Dynon. 


42DRC — running Seymour services, faulty compressor 
could put it out of action soon. 


43DRC — rebuild at Bendigo. 

S5RM — running Werribee shuttle. 

56RM — at Bendigo for engine change. 

57RM — stored at Newport in a stripped condition. 


58RM — Generator and traction motor repairs at South 
Dynon. 


S9RM — cracked drawgear and traction motor repairs at 
Bendigo. 


60RM — transfer of traction motor and gearbox bearing 
repair at Bendigo. 


61RM — transfer gearbox, due out of Bendigo Workshops 
soon. 


62RM — Generator repair at Bendigo. 
63RM — Overhaul at Bendigo. 


64RM — engine repairs and general reconditioning at Ben- 
digo. (PB) 


W265, W264 and W252 stored out of use at Ballarat East Loco 
Depot on 23.8.81. (Jeff Dorman) 
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GENERAL 


Tasmanian Railways look good: Prior to the takeover of 
the Tasmanian Railways by the ANR things didn’t look too 
good for the rail system down under. However since the 
Australian National Railways have taken control freight 
tonnage has increased by 45%, and revenue by almost 70%. 
Woodchip logs traffic has increased by over 800,000 
tonnes, with huge increases in coal, cement containers and 
pulpwood traffic. A $20 million track rehabilitation project 
is also well under way. As well as transferring narrow 
gauge Alco locomotives from South Australia, former nar- 
row gauge wagons that once operated on the Darwin to 
Larrimah line have also been transferred to Tasmania. This 
has created an interesting situation as the major fleet of 
Tasmania’s vehicles are operated by vacuum braking. The 
Alco units are restricted to hauling only the vehicles equip- 
ped with automatic Westinghouse brakes. (RB) 


New Adelaide railcar depot: Work has commenced on a 
new railcar depot in Adelaide, with contracts worth $3m 
being let for structural steel-work, concrete earthworks, 
drainage and other facets. The railcar depot is a mainte- 
nance shop for suburban trains and the new work will pro- 
ceed in the Adelaide station yard on the site of the existing 
routine maintenance facilities. It is proposed to develop the 
depot area so that, in conjunction with the Regency Park 
workshop, most maintenance and workshop operations 
a be undertaken by the State Transport Authority. 
CW 


In October 1981 Newsrail was asked if the centre page photo of four C class was a horsepower record in Australia. 
Peter Anderson has sent us the photo below of five 930 class and a 700 class near Bachana with 11,000 


horsepower working to the maximum. 


New cars for Queensland’s Sunlander service: New 
deluxe air-conditioned carriages are now going into service 
on the Brisbane - Cairns Sunlander trains. The stainless 
steel cars are part of a $10.1m contract for 20 being built al 
Commonwealth Engineering Company’s Rocklea plant 
near Brisbane. The order is for ten sitting cars and ten firs 
class sleeping cars. As the cars are placed into service the 
Sunlander trains will be increased in capacity to meet heavy) 
booking. (BE) 


READERS’ QUERIES 


Any reader with the necessary knowledge is invited tc 
submit suitable replies to any question raised. 


Point Levers: When talking about hand held points, wha 
do the letters WSa and CCW stand for? (RO) 


RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: Stone siding was located at South 
Yarra. Originally the Brighton line was the only one 
through South Yarra and all Caulfield trains branched off 
just beyond Toorak Road. When quadruplication wen’ 
through the Junction was closed down but portion of the 
Up line was retained as a siding until the Caulfield line wa: 
widened to its present width. The points to the siding were 
controlled by Annett Key. 
This month’s question: Using the present VicRail public 
country timetable and assuming all trains ran on time anc 
connected, what is the most miles you can do in a 24 hou! 
period? 


BOOK REVIEW 


Power Parade: 72 pp. 
ions, 1981 

First published nearly 30 years ago as a ‘quickie’ to 
elebrate the centenary of railways in Victoria, ‘Power 
-arade’ has been enlarged and corrected so far as some of 
he worst errors and omissions of the original edition. For 
he tyro the soft cover booklet contains facts and figures 
and pictures) of virtually all the basic types of motive 
ower to have run on Victorian Railways from its inception 
intil now, including railcars, trams and suburban EMUs. 

Most of the photographs reproduced in the original edi- 
ion have been retained with the addition of more and 
nore up to date portraits of the diesel fleet and replace- 
nent of some of the dreadful pictures in the original with 
thers almost equally dreadful and unrepresentative, e.g. 
he once ubiquitous A2-class is portrayed by a poor picture 
of a non-standard oil-burner Walschaert member of the 
‘lass. 

Many of the pictures in this reviewer’s copy were crop- 
ed either top or bottom by careless trimming, but the 
‘ompilers have at least indicated the relevant V.R. negative 
1umber for those wishing to purchase individual prints. 
[he price of $4.00 (postage extra) is indicative of the 
‘xtent of inflation since 1954 when the first edition retailed 
or Is. (10c)! 

Copies are available from VicRail Public Relations, 67 
spencer Street, Melbourne, 3000. (EP) 


150x210mm. VicRail Public Rela- 


orrections 


In the last edition, the article on the Upgraded Passenger 
service was written by Steve McLean. In Taildisc, the 


nswer under the top reader’s query is the answer for the 
ower question. The answer to the question on the rebuilt 
JERMs is: they still have the same engines. 


Why not subscribe and have Newsrail 
home delivered? 
DETAILS: 


A.R.H.S. Membership Officer, 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O. Melbourne, 3001 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


For details on how.to place your advertisement and charges 
see p. 27. 


FOR SALE 


Mt. Morgan Rack Railway. New book by J. W. Knowles, 
description of Queensland rack line, replaced 1952. 56 
pages, 27 photographs, 3 diagams. $4 posted from: 
ANGRMS Sales (Morgan), Box 270, North Quay, 4000. 


Collection 300 VR Newsletters. 11/49; 3, 4, 8/50; 9/51; 
12/51 to 7/80. $200 o.n.o. Odds: 12/62, 5/64 onwards, other 
odd VR publications. 50¢ plus postage. K. Vanstan, 4 
eer, Place, Delacombe, 3356. Phone (053) 35 9847 
nights 


WANTED TO BUY 


Back issues of Newsrail: 1973 — Jan., Feb., Mar. April, 
June, Aug., Nov., Dec. 1974 — Feb., Mar., April, May. 1975 — 
April, Dec. Also Divisional Diaries. Thomas Stainsby, 8 
Fitzroy Grove, Chadstone, 3148. Phone 277 1178. 


estination 
olicays 


South America — 


@ IN DEPTH 35 DAYS from $4732.00 


All the highlights of South America without rushing. Seventh year of operation. By 
bus, boat, train and air. Regular monthly departures except June-July. 


@ SOUTH AMERICAN CIRCLE 29 DAYS from $4275.00 > 
Bargain priced sightseeing on and off the “Beaten Track”. 


@ AMAZON, ANDES AND ISLANDS $5711.00 
Galapagos cruise, Magellan Straits, Devil’s Nose, Railway and other highlights. 


CROYDON TRAVEL CENTRE 


34 MAIN STREET, CROYDON, VICTORIA, 3136. PHONE (03 
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3 Great Tours 


Phone now for new brochure: 


) 725 8555 
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holiday on the 
new “Ghan” 


Ansett Airlines 
can make this possible. 


Visit such places as Cooper Pedy, . 
Port Augusta, The Olgas, Ayers 
Rock, Alice Springs and finally an 
exciting train journey on “The 
Ghan” to Adelaide. 

Your holiday includes: Air Travel, 
Pioneer Coach Travel, “The Ghan” Rail 
Travel, sight-seeing and tours, twin 
share accommodation. 


FROM ONLY $789.00 


Prices subject to change without notice. 


THE 
RAILFAN 
SHOP 


@ BOOKS @ MAGAZINES 

® BADGES @® RECORDS 

@ SLIDES @ PHOTOGRAPHS 
@ SECONDHAND MODELS 


632 BOURKE STREET, 
MELBOURNE, 3000 


For A INI details contact 


AANSETT 


AN OFAUSTRALIA 
Telephone 342 2133 


Telephone: 67 2480 


(SE SD 1S (1 1D 1D DD (DY SH ERD (1S ED (1 
SS (1D (1D 2) (ED) (ED ¢) ED () ND (1D) DPD (OED PD (SD D1 (2) ED? 
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BRANCH LINE’ 


I 

| iit Se) RE aoe pegs 1 Be 2 eicen 
HYLA NDS | YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 

1 HOBBY CENTRE 

I 

I 

I 


498 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


BOOKSHOP 
I TRAIN WORLD 


Specialists in Railway and | 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 


| OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 


Transport Books also one I Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 


| Model Trains from US.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. 
| New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 
Mail Order Lists available for 24c stamp. 


HOBBYCRAFT 


for Model Railways 
~“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 
Phone: (03) 80 3241 


380 FLINDERS STREET 
KEYST 
MELBOURNE, VICTORIA 3000 Latest KEYSTONE MOVIES ($40, 


J 
I 
1 Super 8, 
Telephone: 62 3149 uper 8, sound) as well as films by Otto Perry and 
I 
I 
! 


AVIATION, SHIPPING, 
MILITARY HISTORY, 
WAR GAMES 


SS Se ep 


Southern Railways’ new 2-8-4. 


Write for more details to: 
P.O. BOX 621, BALLARAT, 3350 
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